
Every week, hundreds of thousands of supporters go to football simply to back 
their team, enjoy the atmosphere and get home safely.

But football is policed differently from almost any other public event. Dedicated 
football officers, specialist legislation, extensive CCTV, body-worn cameras and 
Football Banning Orders mean that decisions made in the heat of the moment 
can have consequences that last for years.

There are 2,460 Football Banning Orders in place in 2026, which is the highest 
number in 14 years. These shocking statistics come as another new restriction 
around ‘tailgating’ comes into force this season.

Many supporters – particularly younger fans attending matches with friends 
– don’t realise that behaviour which might seem minor can lead to arrest, a 
criminal record or being banned from football. In fact young supporters are the 
ones who are disproportionately prosecuted.

This guide isn’t about telling supporters how to behave. It’s about helping you 
understand the rules, avoid common mistakes and make sure a great day out 
doesn’t turn into a trip to the police station or a criminal record.

Football isn’t like a normal day out

At football matches there are:

● More CCTV than almost anywhere else
● Specialist football police
● Club stewards working with police
● Body-worn cameras
● Fans filming everything 1
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That means things that might be ignored elsewhere are much more likely to 
be investigated at football. For example many supporters may not know that 
alcohol cannot be taken on coaches and buses that are specified for match-day 
travel.

There are also much more severe consequences for offences that may not be 
as strictly enforced outside of a football ground. For example, possessing a 
small amount of a controlled drug - which may lead to a police caution in normal 
circumstances - can lead to a criminal prosecution if it is in or around a match.

Six mistakes supporters make:

● “It’s only a flare.”
It isn’t. Carrying or using pyrotechnics can lead to arrest and a banning order.

● “I only threw my cup.”
Throwing anything can be an offence.

● “I just stepped onto the pitch.”
Even after the final whistle, entering the pitch can be a criminal offence.

● “Everyone was chanting it.”
If chanting is discriminatory or grossly offensive, joining in could land you in 
trouble.

● “I was just following everyone else.”
Following a crowd into disorder can quickly make you part of a police 
investigation.

● “I was staying close to my friend.”
Tailgating someone into the ground, is now officially an offence.
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If you’re arrested:

● Ask for a solicitor.
● Don’t guess or speculate if you’re being interviewed.
● Get legal advice before making important decisions.

Remember...

One moment can have consequences far beyond matchday.

A Football Banning Order can stop you watching your club for years and may 
even require you to surrender your passport during international tournaments.
It can mean that normally law-abiding individuals end up in the criminal 
justice system with a criminal record that can affect their relationships, their 
employment and their liberty.

Support your club. Respect others. Get home safely.

If something goes wrong...
Stay calm.

Don’t make things worse by arguing 
with police or stewards.


