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What we

want you to
do:

Below you will find a scenario for the bail application preparation task.
To complete this task, you will need to produce:

e Avideo (wearing business attire) putting forward your argument for a bail
application as you would in court; (no longer than 5 minutes)

e A written document in which you explain your legal reasoning in detail for
all decisions you make such as potential bail conditions and what you think
is appropriate in this case.

We expect a well-prepared, persuasive bail application that maximizes the
client’s chances of being granted bail by the Magistrates’ Court.

Please use the information pack provided for support.



Task
Details:

1 Review Case Details:

e Gather all relevant information about the client, including personal
background, criminal history, and the specifics of the current charges.

» Review the prosecution’s case to understand the allegations, strength of
evidence, and any arguments they may present against bail.

2 Identify Key Arguments for Bail:

e Strong Community Ties: Highlight the client’s connections to the
community, such as family, employment, or education.

e Low Flight Risk: Emphasize reasons why the client is unlikely to flee if
granted bail (e.g., stable residence, employment, lack of passport).

e Good Character: If applicable, provide evidence of the client’s good
character and lack of significant criminal history.

e Compliance with Previous Bail: Mention any history of complying with bail
conditions in the past, if applicable.

3 Address Potential Objections:

e Risk of Reoffending: Argue why the client is unlikely to reoffend if granted
bail. This might involve proposing specific conditions like curfew,
electronic monitoring, or reporting requirements.

e Interference with Witnesses: Provide reasons why the client is unlikely to
interfere with witnesses or the course of justice.

e Flight Risk: Reinforce arguments on why the client poses little to no flight
risk.



4 Draft the Bail Application:
o Write a clear and concise application summarizing the above points.

Ensure that it follows the format required by the court.
e Use persuasive language and back up assertions with evidence.

Submission of the task is due on Wednesday 17th September at 5:00pm,
please attach all files (including the video submission) via the google form. If
you have any questions following the intern day, please submit via the google
form that will be sent out.

Mock Bail
Application
Preparation
Scenario:

Case Title: R v John Smith

Court: Manchester Magistrates’ Court

Case Number: 2024/MC/00123

Date of Hearing: 12th September 2025
Defendant: John Smith

Age: 29

Address: 12 Green Street, Manchester, M27 1BW
Occupation: Unemployed

Represented by: Olliers Solicitors 3



Offence Charged:

John Smith is charged with burglary under Section 9 of the Theft Act 1968.
The alleged offence occurred on the night of August 15, 2025, at a residential
property located at 56 Summer Avenue, Manchester

Summary of Allegations:

The prosecution alleges that John Smith unlawfully entered the property

at 56 Summer Avenue with the intent to commit theft. The homeowner, Mr.
James Brown, was away on holiday at the time. Neighbors reported suspicious
activity, and police were called to the scene. Upon arrival, officers found John
Smith inside the property with a bag containing various items belonging to

Mr. Brown including electronics (an iPad and air pods) and jewelry (a white
gold diamond necklace value £1200). John Smith was arrested on the spot at
approximately 11:00pm.

John Smith claims that he was not attempting to steal the items but was inside
the property to escape an individual who had been chasing him. He asserts
that the items were in his possession because he picked them up out of panic
while trying to hide.

Bail Status:

John Smith was denied bail at the police station due to concerns about
reoffending and failure to appear.

The prosecution argued that his prior convictions and the serious nature of the
current charge posed a significant risk.



Extra
information:

Mr. John Smith has a family residence at 12 Green Street and intends to remain
in Manchester while awaiting trial, at this residence he lives with his parents
and girlfriend who is pregnant with their first child, they are on the waiting list
for council housing in Springfield to begin their family.

Despite having been unemployed for the past two years, Mr. Smith has been
active in his community occasionally volunteering at the local foodbank that
his mother helps run where he delivers food to the elderly who need the
foodbanks but cannot get to them.

When arrested he provided a sample that proved whilst he had ingested a lot
of alcohol, he had not taken any controlled drugs.

Key Points
for Balil
Application:

Change in Circumstances

Community Ties

Proposed Bail Conditions

Employment Prospects

Risk of Reoffending and Failure to Appear
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